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About Our Firm
Husch Blackwell is an industry-focused litigation and business
law firm with offices in 17 cities across the United States.
We represent clients around the world in major industries including
energy and natural resources; financial services and capital markets;
food and agribusiness; healthcare, life sciences and education;
real estate, development and construction;
and technology, manufacturing and transportation.
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING
LEGAL CLINIC

Human trafficking is the fastest growing and second largest criminal industry in the world today.
Husch Blackwell

leads the
Human Trafficking Legal Clinic to provide pro
bono legal services to victims of human trafficking.
Human Trafficking Legal Clinic
In an unprecedented dedication of resources by
a law firm, Husch Blackwell launched the Human
Trafficking Legal Clinic to maximize efforts in the
fight against human trafficking. The pro bono legal
clinic is the first of its kind in the country.
Through the clinic, the firm represents all types
of human trafficking victims— international and
domestic, adults and children — in commercial
sex and forced labor trafficking cases. We accept
referrals from state and federal law enforcement,
prosecutors, and partnering nonprofit agencies.
By partnering with law enforcement, the firm is
able to support the investigation and prosecution
of traffickers and provide assistance for the most
vulnerable in our community.
More than 40 of the firm’s partners and associates
volunteer to provide services for the clinic on a pro
bono basis. In addition, the firm provides outreach
and training on topics of human trafficking.
501(c)(3) Nonprofit: Human Trafficking Rescue
Assistance Fund
Due to overwhelming response from the
community, the firm has formed the Human
Trafficking Rescue Assistance Fund, a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization, to accept tax-deductible
donations from those who wish to provide support
to victims of human trafficking.
100 percent of donations contributed to this fund
will go directly to the victims. These funds are
used for a wide variety of victim needs, including,
but not limited to:
¡¡ Post-rescue needs after a raid
¡¡ Cell phones, clothes, hotel expenses
¡¡ Interpreter fees
¡¡ Medical and healthcare costs
¡¡ Temporary housing and transition assistance

Leading the effort is Husch Blackwell Partner,
Cynthia Cordes. As a former federal prosecutor
for the U.S. Department of Justice, Cordes
launched and led the Human Trafficking Rescue
Project task force and led human trafficking
prosecutions on behalf of the U.S. Attorney’s
Office, Western District of Missouri. The task
force consists of more than 20 federal, state and local law
enforcement agencies and more than 60 nonprofit agencies that
provide victim services. The district leads in the most human
trafficking cases prosecuted in the country and continues to
serve as a model for other districts in the United States.
Contact:

Cynthia Cordes, Partner | 816.983.8381
cynthia.cordes@huschblackwell.com

Legal issues for trafficking victims can come in many forms.
Because Husch Blackwell is a full-service law firm, the
Human Trafficking Legal Clinic is able to offer a wide range
of legal assistance based on the needs of the victims. The
clinic helps address a wide range of matters including:
¡¡ Immigration issues
¡¡ Criminal charges against victims
¡¡ Custody disputes
¡¡ Identity theft, credit and financial issues
¡¡ Housing and landlord-tenant issues

For more information please visit our website.
www.huschblackwell.com/human-trafficking-legal-clinic

National Hotline
The National Human Trafficking
Resource Center (NHTRC)
is a national, toll-free hotline,
available to answer calls and
texts from anywhere in the
country, 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week, every day of the year.

888.373.7888

